
CITY OF FLANDREAU 
1005 W. Elm Avenue 

Flandreau, SD 57028-1404 
 

COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 
July 20th, 2020 

 

The City Council of the City of Flandreau, South Dakota, met in regular 
session on Monday, July 20th, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. at the William J. Janklow 
Community Center.   

Present: Mayor Dan Sutton.  Aldermen: Brad Bjerke, Mark Ekern, Mike 
Fargen, Bob Pesall, Karen Tufty, and Jason Unger. Absent: None. Also present 

were City Administrator Jeff Pederson; Finance Officer Karen Gundvaldson; 
Corey Bruning, City Attorney; Seth Pearman, Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribal 
Attorney; and Brenda Wade Schmidt, Moody County Enterprise.  

 The proposed agenda was reviewed and amended to add a request to 
close Wind Street between Pipestone and 2nd Avenues on August 8th, 2020.  

Motion by Pesall and seconded by Unger to adopt the amended agenda. The 
following members voted aye: Bjerke, Ekern, Fargen, Pesall, Tufty, and Unger.  
Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried. 

 Motion by Ekern and seconded by Tufty to approve the minutes of July 
6th, 2020. The following members voted aye: Bjerke, Ekern, Fargen, Pesall, 
Tufty, and Unger.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried. 

Motion by Unger and seconded by Pesall to allow the following claims for 
the City and to pay them: Payroll 7/15/2020: general, 16,845.96; 3rd penny, 

241.55; water, 3,763.13; electric, 5,949.56; sewer, 3,361.49; airport, 152.49; 
solid waste, 363.72; (21459) Ahlers Automotive, repairs, 1,487.71; Beth A 
Kayner, summer rec-mad scientist, 350.00; Border States Electric Supply, 

supplies, 513.34; Christiansen Complete Water, supplies, 26.05; Cintas, 
rentals, 263.47; Cybercoach, repairs/supplies/contract, 819.07; Dan Hall, 
summer rec-computer programming, 315.00; DGR Engineering, electric dist. 

improvements, 1,310.00; Ekern Home Equipment, repairs/supplies, 302.00; 
Ferguson Waterworks, supplies, 247.08; FHS Cheerleaders, summer rec-cheer 

camp, 200.00; Fuller Paving, mill areas/patch, 24,154.62; GreatAmerica 
Financial SVCS, contract, 212.55; Hannah Parsley, summer rec-art camp, 
500.00; Hansen-Thomas, replace sidewalk, 2,142.86; Hawkins, supplies, 

50.00; Heiman, supplies, 418.20; Helms & Associates, professional fees, 
2,368.61; ICMA, annual fees, 792.00; Iott’s Greenhouse, supplies, 119.00; 

Jaymar, supplies, 67.21; Kortney Amdahl, summer rec-cheer camp, 200.00; 
Krull’s Garage, repairs/supplies, 467.00; Maddie Hursey, summer rec-art 
camp, 500.00; Maynards of Flandreau, supplies, 334.91; Melissa Opsahl, 

summer rec-mad scientist/supplies, 459.95; Metron-Farnier, water meters, 
1,722.86; MidAmerican Energy, gas bill, 120.31; Mitch Miller, summer rec-
computer programming, 315.00; MN Municipal Utilities Assoc., training, 

3,337.50; Moody County Enterprise, advertising, 858.97; Ottertail Power Co., 
airport electric, 150.00; Postmaster, postage, 265.00; Powers Oil Co., 

gas/diesel, 728.84; River’s Edge Cooperative, gas/oil, 942.85; SD 
Supplemental Retirement Plan, retirement, 342.31; Solomon Corp., 
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transformers, 5,790.00; South Dakota One Call, supplies, 147.84; Sparkle Car 
Wash, wash vehicle, 17.78; Sturdevant’s Auto Supply, supplies, 545.45; Vadim 

Municipal Software, contract, 9.52; Waxdahl NAPA Plus, supplies, 819.14; 
Wyss Associates, professional fees, 12,925.00; (21501). June EFTs: Dakotacare, 

health insurance, 15,088.07; EFTPS, taxes, 17,521.96; Missouri River Energy 
Services, energy cost, 77,754.86; SD State Treas-Sales Tax, taxes, 7,621.21; US 

Dept. of Agriculture, water bond payment, 3,381.00; US Dept. of Agriculture, 2019 

water & sewer payment, 21,487.00. June Electronic Loan/Bond Payments: First 
National Bank, Sales Tax Bond, 5,409.25; Loader Loan, 17,022.14; Aquatic 

Center, 15,673.64; IP TIF, 3,333.08; WEP TIF, 11,043.25; ALCO TIF, 
13,998.00; SVHTS TIF, 30,004.59.  The following members voted aye: Bjerke, 

Ekern, Fargen, Pesall, Tufty, and Unger.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion 
carried. 
 There were no Visitors to be Heard.  

 Mayor Sutton shared that he met recently with Tony Reider, FSST 
President, to discuss the Crescent Street Bridge.  He is encouraged by 
discussion of other opportunities for joint ventures between the City and Tribe.   

 City Administrator Pederson thanked the Flandreau Development 
Corporation for the use of their Facebook page to live-stream the Council 

meeting this evening.  Work continues on the fencing at the dog park; he noted 
that it would be nice to have a ribbon cutting for the new skateboard and dog 
parks upon completion.  Initial steps have begun for application for a 

Community Development Block Grant for a new fire hall.  He anticipates a 
survey of low to moderate income will need to be completed as part of the 

process. Pederson is hopeful that additional CARES Act funds may be funneled 
through the CDBG program.  

Motion by Bjerke and seconded by Tufty to approve the Administrative 

Reports. The following members voted aye: Bjerke, Ekern, Fargen, Pesall, Tufty, 
and Unger.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried. 

Old Business: None 

 New Business:  Motion by Pesall and seconded by Fargen to approve 

Resolution 2020-05, A Resolution Authorizing the Execution of Contractual 

Documents with the State of South Dakota for the Receipt of Cares Act Funds to 
Address the COVID-19 Public Health Crisis.  The following members voted aye: 

Bjerke, Ekern, Fargen, Pesall, Tufty, and Unger.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  
Motion carried. 

 Motion by Ekern and seconded by Bjerke to approve Resolution 2020-06, A 
Resolution Regarding the Plat of Lots 1 and 2 of Maridee Addition. The following 

members voted aye:  Bjerke, Ekern, Fargen, Pesall, Tufty, and Unger.  Nays: None.  
Absent: None.  Motion carried. 

 Motion by Unger and seconded by Ekern to appoint Alderman Mike Fargen, 
Fire Chief Don Peters, community representatives Kevin Christenson, Linnea 

Janssen, and Josh Weston, to the Task Force for Fire Hall Site Selection, as 
recommended by Mayor Sutton.  The following members voted aye:  Bjerke, Ekern, 

Fargen, Pesall, Tufty, and Unger.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.  

 Motion by Bjerke and seconded by Pesall to authorize Bar X Bar, Fajita’s 
Bar and Grill, and Fat Boys Bar to close Wind Street between Pipestone and 2nd 

Avenues to hold a bean bag tournament on August 8th, 2020 from 2:00 PM to 
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2:00 AM, and to waive the $25 fee that each bar would be assessed for a 
temporary liquor license associated with the event.  The following members 

voted aye: Bjerke, Ekern, Fargen, Pesall, Tufty, and Unger.  Nays: None.  Absent: 

None.  Motion carried.  

Mayor Sutton provided background regarding the Crescent Street Bridge 
and the events leading up to the grant application submitted to DOT for 

demolition.  His recent meeting with Tribal President Tony Reider centered around 
a Memorandum of Understanding regarding transfer of ownership of the bridge 

from the City to the Tribe.  Drafting of the MOU is being completed by City 
Attorney Corey Bruning and Tribal Attorney Seth Pearman, who were both present 

to share information.  Should the grant be awarded, the transfer would take place 
after demolition is complete.  If the Tribe is unable to obtain grant funding or 

financing within five years, ownership of the bridge would revert back to the City.  
Maintenance responsibility would also be addressed in the MOU.  Once the draft of 

the MOU is completed, it will be presented to both the Tribe and City for approval.  
Numerous questions, concerns, and comments from visitors present were 

addressed.  Emily Firman Pieper stated concern that the City would no longer be 
eligible for funding at a later date should the Tribe be unsuccessful in obtaining 

the funding and building a new bridge within five years.  Jeff Weigel indicated he 
feels the existing bridge could be repaired and questioned the cost to do so.  

Elizabeth Wakeman and Adrienne Brant James both spoke in favor of the 
demolition, transfer of ownership, and construction of a new bridge for vehicular 
traffic, indicating it is a step in the right direction.      

There were no Council Comments. 
The Mayor declared the meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m. 

       
 

 
Daniel D. Sutton 

      Mayor 
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