
CITY OF FLANDREAU 
1005 W. Elm Avenue 

Flandreau, SD 57028-1404 
 

COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 
Monday, September 21st, 2026 

 
The City Council of the City of Flandreau, South Dakota, met in regular 

session on Monday, September 21st, 2026, at 6:30 p.m. at the City Council 
Chambers, 1005 W. Elm Avenue, Flandreau, SD. 

Present: Mayor Dan Sutton. Aldermen: Curt Ahlers, Brad Bjerke, Mark 
Ekern, Mike Fargen, Bill Nibbelink (via phone) and Tim Yeaton. Absent: None. Also 

present were City Administrator Cohl Turnquist; Finance Officer Lori Kneebone; 
IMEG Engineer Shane Waterman.   

The proposed agenda was reviewed. Motion by Yeaton and seconded by 
Fargen to adopt the proposed agenda. The following members voted aye: Ahlers, 

Bjerke, Ekern, Fargen, Nibbelink (via phone) and Yeaton. Nays: None. Absent: 
None. Motion carried. 

          Motion by Ekern and seconded by Ahlers to approve the Consent Agenda to 
include the minutes of September 8th, 2026, along with a step increase for journey 

lineman Jaymes Zollner to Step 5; $41.90/hourly and to allow for the following 
claims for the City and to pay them: Payroll of 9/16/26: general, 34,611.31; water, 

4,196.28; electric, 8,155.65; sewer, 4,196.31; solid waste, 337.12. (28346) Astech 
Corporation, chip seal project, 67,859.70. (38347) A-1 Portable Toilets, rentals, 

1,055.00; AFLAC, insurance, 154.30; Agiliti Health, Inc., EMS repairs, 750.00; 
Amazon Capital Services, EMS supplies/repairs/equipment, 6,448.55; Banner 

Associates, Inc., professional fees, 765.00; Bender Sewer And Drain, LLC., repairs, 
1,272.00; Bluepeak, utilities, 49.36; Bound Tree Medical, LLC., EMS supplies, 

4,329.09; Brandon Goff, personal expense reimbursed, 50.23; Central States 
Radar, FPD repairs, 252.00; Century Business Products, copier leases, 522.14; 

City of Sioux Falls, water tests, 52.74; Core & Main LP, repairs, 1,266.11; 
Cybercoach, Inc., repairs, 2,499.95; Dakota Pump & Control, Inc., repairs, 775.50; 

Ekern Home Equipment, Inc., repairs, 1,362.27; ELM Customs, FFD repairs, 
783.49; Eng Services, supplies, 6,970.84; GreatAmerica Financial Services, FPD 

copier lease, 177.92; Hirschfield’s Sioux Falls, supplies, 696.00; IMEG, 
professional fees, 1,085.27; Kari Burggraff, BES rebate, 400.00; Ketel 

Thorstenson, LLP, professional fees, 10,300.00; Metron-Farnier, LLC., equipment, 
613.80; MidAmerican Energy, utilities, 1,314.22; Nippon Sanso Matheson, Inc., 

EMS supplies, 360.71; Ottertail Power Company, utilities, 200.00; Plunkett’s Pest 
Control, contract/agreement, 227.00; Ramsdell F&M Ltd, supplies, 180.00; River’s 

Edge Cooperative, gas/oil, 2,485.77; SD Supplemental Retirement Plan, 
supplemental retirement, 259.24; Sioux Valley Energy, utilities, 370.00; 

Sturdevant’s Auto Supply, supplies/repairs, 463.36; Two Way Solutions, Inc., FFS 
supplies, 39.99; Wellmark BCBS of SD, health insurance, 1,038.90 (28382). The 

following members voted aye: Ahlers, Bjerke, Ekern, Fargen, Nibbelink (via phone) 
and Yeaton. Nays: None. Absent: None. Motion carried. 

Visitors to Be Heard: None. 
Mayor Dan Sutton reported that the recently appointed Cemetery Board had 

met to discuss options for researching and identifying individuals buried in the 
cemetery. Mayor Sutton also encouraged Council members to begin considering 
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items they would like to see included in the 2027 Budget. A budget workshop is 
scheduled for October 14 to discuss the City’s upcoming 2027 fiscal year budget. 

City Administrator Cohl Turnquist reminded council members of the budget 
workshop that will be held on Wednesday October 14th, 2026, at 5:30 to go over 

the city’s 2027 budget. 
Motion by Bjerke and seconded by Ekern to approve the Administrator’s 

Reports. The following members voted aye: Ahlers, Bjerke, Ekern, Fargen, 
Nibbelink (via phone) and Yeaton. Nays: None. Absent: None. Motion carried. 

Old Business: Discussion continued regarding the future of the structure 
located at 217 East 2nd Avenue. Motion by Ahlers and seconded by Fargen to 

remove the Structural Assessment of 217 East 2nd Avenue from the table. The 
following members voted aye: Ahlers, Bjerke, Ekern, Fargen, Nibbelink (via phone) 

and Yeaton. Nays: None. Absent: None. Motion carried. 
City staff, along with Aldermen Ekern and Fargen, recently toured the 

former City Hall building located on 2nd Avenue and observed significant 
deterioration. Staff are taking measures to address the plumbing and other 

utilities that may be shared with the adjacent building, the Crystal Theatre. Based 
on the condition of the structure, it appears the building may not be salvageable. 

Motion by Ekern and seconded by Yeaton to authorize the City 
Administrator to obtain quotes for the demolition of 217 East 2nd Avenue. The 

following members voted aye: Ahlers, Bjerke, Ekern, Fargen, Nibbelink (via phone) 
and Yeaton. Nays: None. Absent: None. Motion carried. 

Turnquist will proceed with contacting the State and obtaining the 
inspections required for demolition. 

Motion by Bjerke and seconded by Fargen to table the Structural 
Assessment of 217 East 2nd Avenue until the October 5 Council meeting. The 

following members voted aye: Ahlers, Bjerke, Ekern, Fargen, Nibbelink (via phone) 
and Yeaton. Nays: None. Absent: None. Motion carried. 

New Business: Shane Waterman of IMEG Engineering provided an update 
on the utility improvement project. Progress has been delayed due to recent 

rainfall and wet conditions. H&W Contracting has completed the utility work, and 
subcontractors are currently working on curb and gutter installation and roadway 

restoration. Asphalt work is anticipated to be delayed until mid-October due to the 
wet conditions. The next public meeting regarding project updates is scheduled for 

Wednesday, September 30, at 12:00 p.m. at the City Office. 
Discussion was held regarding the 2027 Dispatch Agreement with Moody 

County. The County recently presented an amended agreement to the City of 
Flandreau, reducing the proposed cost for fiscal year 2027 from $66,797.66 to 

$52,483.88. 
Aldermen Ahlers, Bjerke, and Fargen spoke in favor of transitioning 

dispatch services to the City of Watertown, citing financial considerations and the 
potential for improved service. Aldermen Yeaton and Ekern stated that 

transitioning the City’s dispatch services to Watertown may ultimately be 
necessary; however, they expressed concerns regarding the proposed timeline and 

spoke in favor of continuing dispatch services through Moody County for fiscal 
year 2027.  

Motion by Yeaton and seconded by Ekern to accept Moody County’s 
proposed 2027 Dispatch Agreement at a cost of $52,483.88. A roll call vote was 

taken, with three members voting aye: Ekern, Nibbelink (via telephone), and 
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Yeaton; and three members voting nay: Ahlers, Bjerke, and Fargen. The vote 
resulted in a 3-3 tie. Pursuant to SDCL 9-8-10, the Mayor may not cast the 

deciding vote on an ordinance or proposal to expend or appropriate money. 
Therefore, the motion failed. 

Motion by Nibbelink and seconded by Fargen to table the 2027 Dispatch 
Agreement with Moody County until a special meeting is called by the Mayor. The 

following members voted aye: Ahlers, Ekern, Fargen, Nibbelink (via phone) and 
Yeaton. Nays: Bjerke. Absent: None. Motion carried. 

Motion by Bjerke and seconded by Ahlers to authorize the Mayor to sign the 
Notice of Award for Airport Expansion Project, AIP #3-46-0077-018-2026, for Base 

Bid and Alternate Bid 1 to Bowes Construction for $2,193,733.70. The following 
members voted aye: Ahlers, Bjerke, Fargen, Nibbelink (via phone) and Yeaton. 

Nays: Ekern. Absent: None. Motion carried. 
Motion by Ahlers and seconded by Bjerke to authorize the Mayor or City 

Administrator to sign all documents pertaining to the Airport Runway Project. The 
following members voted aye: Ahlers, Bjerke, Fargen, Nibbelink (via phone) and 

Yeaton. Nays: Ekern. Absent: None. Motion carried. 
Carleen Wild was present to provide information regarding an upcoming 

event she plans to host at The Merc. The event will be a closet swap, and 
depending on the number of vendors participating, a temporary street closure may 

be requested for the event. 
Motion by Ekern and seconded by Yeaton to approve the special alcoholic 

beverage license to The Merc for an event on October 10th, 2026, from 12:00 p.m. 
to 9:00 p.m., with a rain date of October 11th, 2026, with the same times applying. 

The following members voted aye: Ahlers, Bjerke, Ekern, Fargen, Nibbelink (via 
phone) and Yeaton. Nays: None. Absent: None. Motion carried. 

 
Council Comments: None. 

 
 

 
The Mayor declared the meeting adjourned at 8:03 p.m. 

       
 

 
Daniel D. Sutton 

      Mayor 
 

ATTEST: 
 

 
 

Cohl Turnquist 
City Administrator  

 
 


