CITY OF FLANDREAU
1005 W. Elm Avenue
Flandreau, SD 57028-1404

COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS
August 17th, 2026

The City Council of the City of Flandreau, South Dakota, met in regular
session on Monday, August 17th; 2026, at 6:30 p.m. at the City Council Chambers,
1005 W. Elm Avenue, Flandreau, SD.

Present: Mayor Dan Sutton. Aldermen: Curt Ahlers, Brad Bjerke, Mark
Ekern, Mike Fargen and Tim Yeaton. Absent: Bill Nibbelink. Also present were City
Administrator Cohl Turnquist; Finance Officer Lori Kneebone; City Attorney
Matthew Tysdal; IMEG Engineer Shane Waterman; Police Chief Zach Weber; Police
Sergeant Raleigh Burk; Ambulance Director Wes Hall; Electric Superintendent
Tom Bacon.

The proposed agenda was reviewed. Motion by Ahlers and seconded by
Ekern to adopt the proposed agenda. The following members voted aye: Ahlers,
Bjerke, Ekern, Fargen and Yeaton. Nays: None. Absent: Nibbelink. Motion carried.

Motion by Yeaton and seconded by Bjerke to approve the Consent Agenda
to include the minutes of August 3rd, 2026, step increase for finance officer Lori
Kneebone to Step 7: $83,394.96/annually; approval of Maggie Siegel as PT EMT,
Step 1: $12.00/hourly and to allow for the following claims for the City and to pay
them: Payroll of 8/5/26: general, 46,295.02; water, 4,083.56; electric, 8,218.67;
sewer, 4,083.56; solid waste, 337.11. (28227) A-1 Portable Toilets, rentals, 375.00;
AFLAC, life insurance & supplemental insurance, 154.30; Amazon Capital
Services, EMS supplies/uniforms, AT & T Mobility, utilities, 174.89; Avera
Flandreau Medical Clinic, EMS supplies, 170.06; Big Sioux Community Water
System, water purchases, 24,062.26; Bluepeak, utilities, 52.81; Booster
Publishing, publishing/advertising, 250.00; Bound Tree Medical, LLC., supplies,
350.40; Centralsquare Technologies, LLC., EMS contract/agreement, 3,880.00;
Century Business Products, contract/agreement, 550.42; Chesterman Company,
pool supplies for resale, 739.60; Cole’s Petroleum Inc., aviation gas, 6,039.85;
Crystal Theatre Cultural Association, community sponsorship, 1,000.00;
Cybercoach, Inc., repairs/professional fees/misc., 587.50; DANR - Fiscal Office,
dues/subscriptions, 250.00; Ekern Home Equipment, Inc., repairs, 2,738.28;
Grafix Shoppe, EMS graphics, 4,655.00; GreatAmerica Financial Services, FPD
copier lease, 177.92; Hawkins, Inc., pool supplies, 757.00; Heidepriem, Purtell,
Siegel, Hinrichs & Tysdal, LLP, professional fees, 4,107.50; Ketel Thorstenson,
LLP, professional fees, 22,140.34; Krull’s Garage, repairs, 1,022.55; Maynards of
Flandreau, supplies, 3,520.06; MidAmerican Energy, utilities, 1,257.97; Missouri
River Energy Services, contract/agreement, 394.00; Moody County Auditor,
transfer of EMS funds, 137.47; Moody County Enterprise, publishing/advertising,
357.54; Nippon Sanso Matheson, Inc., supplies, 1,749.58; Office Peeps, Inc.,
supplies, 158.81; Ottertail Power Company, utilities, 223.84; Plunkett’s Pest
Control, contract/agreement, 148.02; Postmaster, first-class presort permit,
390.00; Prairie Industries, LLC, ambulance bumper, 2,923.00; River’s Edge
Cooperative, gas/oil, 2,312.79; SD Retirement System, retirement, 16,861.42; SD
Supplemental Retirement Plan, supplemental retirement, 276.28; Sioux Valley
Energy, utilities, 194.00; Steve’s Tire & Service Inc., repairs, 1,005.74;



Sturdevant’s Auto Supply, supplies/repairs, 410.94; Syn-Tech Systems, Inc.,
contract/agreement, 600.00; Titan Machinery — Pipestone, repairs/capital outlay,
2,772.03; Transunion Risk and Alternative, dues/subscriptions, 120.00; Valley
Fibercom, utilities, 913.72; Verizon Wireless, utilities, 139.49; Veseris, west nile,
1,984.96; Waxdahl Napa Plus, LLC., supplies/repairs, 313.41 (28274). H&W
Contracting, pay 14, 399,723.03. (28275) IMEG, construction management,
43,030.00 (28276). The following members voted aye: Ahlers, Bjerke, Ekern,
Fargen and Yeaton. Nays: None. Absent: Nibbelink. Motion carried.

Visitors to Be Heard: None.

Mayor Dan Sutton reported that he has attended several meetings and will
provide updates on matters related to items already included on the agenda.

City Administrator Cohl Turnquist informed the Council that members have
been invited to attend the Wholeness Center’s open house on September 10 from
11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. The next City Council meeting will be held on Tuesday,
September 8. City offices will be closed on Monday, September 7, in observance of
Labor Day. Turnquist reported that City staff will begin work on the dirt, irrigation,
and seeding at the fire hall. Staff plan to remove the existing grass before installing
new dirt, irrigation, and seed. Turnquist also announced that The Warehouse will
host an appreciation event at the Community Center on September 12 beginning
at 5:45 p.m.

Motion by Fargen and seconded by Ahlers to approve the Administrator’s
Reports. The following members voted aye: Ahlers, Bjerke, Ekern, Fargen and
Yeaton. Nays: None. Absent: Nibbelink. Motion carried.

Old Business: Motion by Bjerke and seconded by Fargen to take the 2027
Dispatch Agreement with Moody County off the table. The following members voted
aye: Ahlers, Bjerke, Ekern, Fargen and Yeaton. Nays: None. Absent: Nibbelink.
Motion carried.

Discussion was held regarding the possibility of contracting with the City of
Watertown for dispatch services. Several meetings and discussions have previously
taken place regarding this matter. City staff have been invited to attend the Moody
County Commission meeting on Tuesday, August 18, to further discuss the
available options. Alderman Bjerke spoke in favor of contracting with the City of
Watertown for dispatch services. Police Chief Zach Weber stated that he would
prefer to remain with Moody County Dispatch, provided the City can negotiate a
discounted rate. Mayor Sutton suggested exploring a potential exchange of
services, noting that the City now operates the ambulance service.

Motion by Bjerke and seconded by Fargen to table the 2027 Dispatch
Agreement with Moody County until the next council meeting. The following
members voted aye: Ahlers, Bjerke, Ekern, Fargen and Yeaton. Nays: None.
Absent: Nibbelink. Motion carried.

New Business: Shane Waterman, with IMEG Engineering, gave an update
on the Utility Improvement Project. Most of the utility work has been completed
and crews are now working on restoration. There are approximately six weeks
remaining until the project is completed. Updated project notes can be found on
the city’s website and the next public project meeting is August 26th at 12:00 p.m.
at the City Office.

Motion by Ekern and seconded by Ahlers to approve the demolition of the
Duncan Park Warming House. The following members voted aye: Ahlers, Bjerke,
Ekern, Fargen and Yeaton. Nays: None. Absent: Nibbelink. Motion carried.
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Discussion was held regarding outstanding utility accounts, including
business accounts. Three business accounts currently have significant
outstanding balances. Outstanding residential utility accounts were also reviewed.

Council recommended updating the City’s promise-to-pay policy to provide
more specific guidelines and procedures for discontinuing utility services due to
nonpayment. Administrator Turnquist will work with the City Attorney to review
and update the utility billing payment process and will present the proposed
changes to Council at the next meeting.

Council Comments: Alderman Fargen raised concerns regarding the
electrical panels at Duncan Park and requested that staff inspect the panels and
assess the situation.

The Mayor declared the meeting adjourned at 7:59 p.m.

Daniel D. Sutton
Mayor

ATTEST:

Cohl Turnquist
City Administrator



