
CITY OF FLANDREAU 
1005 W. Elm Avenue 

Flandreau, SD 57028-1404 
 

COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 
July 6th, 2026 

 
The City Council of the City of Flandreau, South Dakota, met in regular 

session on Monday, July 6th, at 6:30 p.m. at the City Council Chambers, 1005 W. 
Elm Avenue, Flandreau, SD. 

Present: Mayor Dan Sutton. Aldermen: Curt Ahlers, Brad Bjerke, Mark 
Ekern, Mike Fargen, Karen Tufty and Tim Yeaton. Absent: None. Also present were 

City Administrator Cohl Turnquist; Finance Officer Lori Kneebone; City Attorney 
Matthew Tysdal; Bill Nibbelink, Randy Tollefson, Bill Flippo and Lars Perry.  

Mayor Sutton called the meeting to order and asked to amend the agenda to 
include the approval of two special temporary liquor licenses for Bar X Bar and 

Fatboys Bar, for the upcoming car show on July 18th, to the consent agenda.  
Motion by Yeaton and seconded by Bjerke to accept the proposed change. 

The following members voted aye: Ahlers, Bjerke, Ekern, Fargen, Tufty and Yeaton. 
Nays: None. Absent: None. Motion carried. 

Motion by Fargen and seconded by Tufty to adopt the amended agenda. The 
following members voted aye: Ahlers, Bjerke, Ekern, Fargen, Tufty and Yeaton. 

Nays: None. Absent: None. Motion carried. 
         Motion by Ekern and seconded by Tufty to approve the Consent Agenda to 

include the minutes of June 15th, 2026, along with a Step Increase for Wyatt 
Resmen; Step 1, Journey Lineman: $34.81/hourly; Merit Increase for Police Officer 

Tyler Wallert: $28.82/hourly; approval of two temporary on-sale special alcoholic 
beverage licenses to Bar X Bar and Fatboys bar for the car show on July 18th from 

3:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.; and to allow for the following claims for the City and to pay 
them: Payroll of 6/24/2026, General, 49,609.60; Water, 4,187.54; Electric, 

8,095.81; Sewer, 4,187.60; Solid Waste, 337.12. (28075) Ambulance Depot, 2012 
4x4 ambulance, 48,000.00. (28076) A-1 Portable Toilets, rentals, 1,055.00; Ahlers 

Automotive, repairs, 565.00; Amazon Capital Services, EMS supplies, 373.57; AT 
& T Mobility, utilities, 214.70; Betty Von Eye, Medicare reimbursed, 202.90; Big 

Sioux Community Water System, water usage, Border States Electric Supply, 
street lights, 18,096.75; Bound Tree Medical, LLC, EMS supplies, 1,178.62; 

Brenna LeBrun, reimbursement, 5.00; Cardmember Services, 
supplies/travel/conf., 3,272.62; Cenex Fleetcard, FPD/EMS gas/oil, 3,102.92; 

Chesterman Company, pool supplies for resale, 789.20; CINTAS, linens/first aid 
refills, 768.22; City of Sioux Falls, water tests, 52.74; Core & Main LP, supplies, 

3,273.80; Delta Dental of SD, dental insurance, 1,416.80; Dollar General – 
Regions 410526, supplies, 59.65; EDM International, Inc., dues/subscriptions, 

290.00; ELM Customs, FFD repairs, 1,650.00; Emergency Communication 
Systems, tornado sirens repairs, 3,611.52; Eng Services, hauling solid waste 

contract, 16,311.12; Fed Ex, FPD Misc., 20.51; Galls LLC, FPD uniforms, 27.25; 
Hawkins, Inc., pool supplies, 1,044.00; Heiman Inc., FFD repairs, 1,762.18; Helms 

& Associates, airport fees, 6,973.03; Hillyard, Inc., park supplies, 158.27; Iott’s 
Greenhouse, park supplies, 1,498.85; Jaime Geovany Lemus Morales, deposit 

reimbursed, 250.00; LogRX, EMS dues/subscriptions, 1,490.00; M & T Fire and 
Safety, Inc., FFD repairs, 1,096.50; Maguire Iron, Inc., contract/agreement, 

2,650.00; Master Blaster, Inc., supplies, 126.80; Metron-Farnier, LLC, 
equipment/meters, 1,053.57; Michael Blum, BES rebate, 150.00; MidAmerican 

Energy, gas bills, 650.69; Minnesota Municipal Utilities Association, training, 
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4,698.75; Missouri River Energy Services, school kits, 1,392.00; Moody County 
Enterprise, publishing/advertising, 384.18; Moody County Register of Deeds, bike 

path easements, 210.00; Nippon Sanso Matheson, Inc., EMS supplies, 212.08; 
Office Peeps, Inc., supplies, 121.94; Patriot Electric, Inc., supplies/repairs, 

2,160.62; PCC Ambulance Billing Service, contract/agreement, 2,829.95; Pitney 
Bowes – Purchase Powers, supplies, 350.00; Pitney Bowes Inc., supplies, 112.87; 

Principal Life Insurance Company, vision insurance, 164.76; Ramsdell F&M Ltd., 
supplies, 1,305.00; SD Supplemental Retirement Plan, supplemental retirement, 

277.62; Standard Insurance Company, life insurance, 549.61; Sturdevant’s Auto 
Supply, supplies/repairs, 923.68; T & R Electric Supply Co., Inc., minor capital 

equipment, 2,200.00; Titan Machinery – Pipestone, repairs/minor capital 
equipment, 5,087.45; Tyler Lumber Company, supplies, 1,658.17; Tyler Wallert, 

personal expense reimbursed, 120.00; Veseris, mosquito spray, 5,952.80; Waxdahl 
Napa Plus LLC, supplies, 257.50; WESCO Receivables Corp., supplies, 22,839.94 

(28133). June 2026 EFT’s: Avera Health Plans, health insurance, 17,944.60; City 
of Flandreau, city bills, 9,766.78; EFTPS, payroll taxes, 34,013.63; Missouri River 

Energy Services, energy cost, 142,247.55; Postmaster, postage for UB, 489.53; SD 
State Treas-Sales Tax, sales tax, 10,723.65; US Dept. of Agriculture, water/sewer 

payment, 21,487.00. The following members voted aye: Ahlers, Bjerke, Ekern, 
Fargen, Tufty and Yeaton. Nays: None. Absent: None. Motion carried. 

Visitors to Be Heard: Randy Tollefson, Lars Perry, and Bill Flippo, 
representing the Purple Heart Community, presented the City with Purple Heart 

Community designation signs. The signs, recognizing Flandreau as a Purple Heart 
Community, will be installed at the entrances to the city. 

There was no Mayor’s Report. 
City Administrator Cohl Turnquist reported that installation of the new 

doors at the Community Center is underway and is expected to be completed this 
week. Work on the sidewalk connecting the Community Center to the auxiliary 

parking lot is anticipated to begin within the next two weeks. Construction of the 
new bike path, a collaborative project between the City and the Flandreau 

Development Corporation, is also expected to begin soon. Turnquist further 
reported that City staff will be working with Ketel Thorstenson LLP on the City's 

2025 audit. He concluded by expressing his appreciation to everyone who 
contributed to the success of the Fly-In event held at the airport over the weekend. 

Motion by Ahlers and seconded by Tufty to approve the Administrator’s 
Reports. The following members voted aye: Ahlers, Bjerke, Ekern, Fargen, Tufty 

and Yeaton. Nays: None. Absent: None. Motion carried. 
Old Business: No motion was made to remove the proposed 2027 Moody 

County Dispatch Agreement from the table; therefore, no council action was taken. 
Mayor Sutton invited representatives from Moody County, as well as interested 

members of the public, to attend an informational meeting regarding the City of 
Watertown's dispatch services. The meeting will be held on July 20 at 5:30 p.m., 

immediately prior to the City's regularly scheduled council meeting. 
New Business: Mayor Dan Sutton read a proclamation declaring July 6th, 

2026, as Chuck and Karen Tufty Day. 
Motion by Tufty and seconded by Ahlers to approve the appointment of Bill 

Nibbelink to Ward One Alderman, effective until the next municipal election. The 
following members voted aye: Ahlers, Bjerke, Ekern, Fargen, Tufty and Yeaton. 

Nays: None. Absent: None. Motion carried.  
The Mayor called a brief recess to allow Alderman Tufty to step down from 

the Council table prior to the continuation of the meeting. 
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Mayor Sutton then administered the oath of office to Bill Nibbelink for Ward 
One Alderman.  

Motion by Ekern and seconded by Ahlers to appoint Brad Bjerke as City 
Council President. The following members voted aye: Ahlers, Bjerke, Ekern, 

Fargen, Nibbelink and Yeaton. Nays: None. Absent: None. Motion carried. 
Motion by Fargen and seconded by Ekern to appoint Curt Ahlers as City 

Council Vice President. The following members voted aye: Ahlers, Bjerke, Ekern, 
Fargen, Nibbelink and Yeaton. Nays: None. Absent: None. Motion carried. 

Motion by Bjerke and seconded by Ekern to approve the appointment of Lori 
Kneebone to the Finance Officer position. The following members voted aye: 

Ahlers, Bjerke, Ekern, Fargen, Nibbelink and Yeaton. Nays: None. Absent: None. 
Motion carried. 

Motion by Yeaton and seconded by Fargen to approve the appointment of 
Matthew Tysdal as the City of Flandreau Attorney. The following members voted 

aye: Ahlers, Bjerke, Ekern, Fargen, Nibbelink and Yeaton. Nays: None. Absent: 
None. Motion carried. 

Motion by Ahlers and seconded by Yeaton to declare the Moody County 
Enterprise as the official newspaper for the City of Flandreau. The following 

members voted aye: Ahlers, Bjerke, Ekern, Fargen, Nibbelink and Yeaton. Nays: 
None. Absent: None. Motion carried. 

Motion by Bjerke and seconded by Ahlers to declare First National Bank of 
Sioux Falls as the official depository for the City of Flandreau. The following 

members voted aye: Ahlers, Bjerke, Ekern, Fargen, Nibbelink and Yeaton. Nays: 
None. Absent: None. Motion carried. 

IMEG Engineer, Shane Waterman, was unable to attend the meeting in 
person, but provided updated project notes to the council, which have been posted 

on the city’s website. 
Motion by Ekern and seconded by Fargen to approve SRF Pay Requests for 

the Utility Improvement Project, Water #26: $225,865.55 and Sewer #13: 
$294,865.22. The following members voted aye: Ahlers, Bjerke, Ekern, Fargen, 

Nibbelink and Yeaton. Nays: None. Absent: None. Motion carried. 
Motion by Ahlers and seconded by Bjerke to approve ARPA Pay Request for 

the Utility Improvement Project, Sewer #12: $39,837.86. The following members 
voted aye: Ahlers, Bjerke, Ekern, Fargen, Nibbelink and Yeaton. Nays: None. 

Absent: None. Motion carried. Total payment to H&W Contracting, LLC for Pay 
Application #13 will be $505,898.63, using state revolving loan funds and the 

city’s remaining ARPA grant funds. 
City Attorney Matthew Tysdal reviewed South Dakota’s Open Meetings Laws 

with the council. 
Motion by Nibbelink and seconded by Bjerke to authorize the Mayor to sign 

the Letter of FCU Credit Availability with Tetonka, LLP. The following members 
voted aye: Ahlers, Bjerke, Ekern, Fargen, Nibbelink and Yeaton. Nays: None. 

Absent: None. Motion carried. 
Motion by Bjerke and seconded by Ahlers to approve the Amendment to 

Professional Services with Helm’s & Associates for consulting of airport projects. 
The following members voted aye: Ahlers, Bjerke, Ekern, Fargen, Nibbelink and 

Yeaton. Nays: None. Absent: None. Motion carried. 
Motion by Yeaton and seconded by Fargen to approve Resolution 2026-10, 

which establishes a $25 fee for golf cart permits. The following members voted aye: 
Ahlers, Bjerke, Ekern, Fargen, Nibbelink and Yeaton. Nays: None. Absent: None. 

Motion carried. 
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Administrator Turnquist provided the council with an update on the city’s 
second quarter sales tax revenue, which is holding steady and in line with what 

the city projected to receive. 
Motion by Ahlers and seconded by Bjerke to approve the police corporal job 

description. The following members voted aye: Ahlers, Bjerke, Ekern, Fargen, 
Nibbelink and Yeaton. Nays: None. Absent: None. Motion carried.  

Police Sergeant Raleigh Burk spoke in favor of Officer Wallert's appointment 
to the Police Corporal position, stating that he fully supports Wallert's promotion. 

Motion by Yeaton and seconded by Ekern to approve the promotion of Tyler 
Wallert to the Police Corporal position at the wage of $28.82/hourly. The following 

members voted aye: Ahlers, Bjerke, Ekern, Fargen, Nibbelink and Yeaton. Nays: 
None. Absent: None. Motion carried. 

Motion by Bjerke and seconded by Nibbelink to authorize the Missouri River 
Community Sponsorship to be split between the Crystal Theatre and the Holiday 

Parade Committee. The following members voted aye: Ahlers, Bjerke, Ekern, 
Fargen, Nibbelink and Yeaton. Nays: None. Absent: None. Motion carried. 

Motion by Fargen and seconded by Yeaton to approve the City of 
Flandreau’s Investment Policy. The following members voted aye: Ahlers, Bjerke, 

Ekern, Fargen, Nibbelink and Yeaton. Nays: None. Absent: None. Motion carried. 
Motion by Bjerke and seconded by Fargen to accept the Certificate of 

Deposit proposal from First Savings Bank and approve Resolution 2026-11, which 
authorizes the investment of $250,000 from the Electric Enterprise Unrestricted 

Reserve Account into a six-month Certificate of Deposit with First Savings Bank. 
The following members voted aye: Ahlers, Bjerke, Ekern, Fargen, Nibbelink and 

Yeaton. Nays: None. Absent: None. Motion carried. 
City Administrator Cohl Turnquist reported that replacement of worn and 

aging park benches throughout the community has begun, with new powder-
coated benches being installed. It was noted that many of the existing benches 

were donated by local families and contain memorial name plaques. Council 
discussed options for replacing the benches while preserving and continuing to 

recognize the existing plaques. Additional research will be conducted regarding 
possible solutions, and no council action was taken at this time. 

 
Council Comments: None. 

 
The Mayor declared the meeting adjourned at 8:14 p.m. 

       
 

 
Daniel D. Sutton 

      Mayor 
 

ATTEST: 
 

 
 

Cohl Turnquist 
City Administrator  

 
 


