
CITY OF FLANDREAU 
1005 W. Elm Avenue 

Flandreau, SD 57028-1404 
 

COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 
June 15th, 2026 

 
The City Council of the City of Flandreau, South Dakota, met in regular 

session on Monday, June 15th, 2026, at 6:30 p.m. at the City Council Chambers, 
1005 W. Elm Avenue, Flandreau, SD. 

Present: Aldermen: Curt Ahlers, Brad Bjerke, Mark Ekern, Mike Fargen, 
Karen Tufty and Tim Yeaton. Absent: Mayor Dan Sutton. Also present were City 

Administrator Cohl Turnquist; Finance Officer Lori Kneebone; City Attorney 
Matthew Tysdal; IMEG Engineer Shane Waterman; Moody County Sherriff Troy 

Wellman; Susan Ahlers, Ambulance Director Wes Hall and Police Chief Zach 
Weber. 

Council President, Brad Bjerke, called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
The proposed agenda was reviewed. Motion by Fargen and seconded by 

Tufty to adopt the proposed agenda. The following members voted aye: Ahlers, 
Bjerke, Ekern, Fargen, Tufty and Yeaton. Nays: None. Absent: None. Motion 

carried. 
Motion by Tufty and seconded by Ekern to approve the Consent Agenda to 

include the minutes of June 1st, 2026, along with additional staff at the aquatic 
center; Brody Johnson and Adalyn Krull, Step One, Clerk; $12.27/hourly; step 

increase for Public Works Operator Donald Biles; Step 8, $25.09/hourly; wage 
change for certified police officer Jesse Mohr, Step 1, $25.49/hourly and to allow 

for the following claims for the City and to pay them: Payroll of 6/10/2026, 
General, 42,772.12; Water, 4,278.65; Electric, 7,970.66; Sewer, 4,278.57; Solid 

Waste, 337.11.  (28013) Moody County Recreation Association, 15,000.00, 
subsidy for exercise equipment. (28014) AFLAC, supplemental insurance, 86.99; 

Amazon Capital Services, EMS supplies/equip./capital outlay, 3,037.16; AT & T 
Mobility, EMS aircards/MiFi, 174.89; Bender Sewer and Drain, LLC, 

contract/agreement, 2,792.00; Big Sioux Community Water System, water usage, 
19,930.07; Bluepeak, electric utility, 52.62; Bobcat of Brookings, supplies, 

1,199.66; Booster Publishing, publishing/advertising, 430.00; Bound Tree 
Medical, LLC, EMS uniforms/supplies, 1,016.59; Brookings Engraving, supplies, 

133.00; Cardmember Services, supplies/travel/equipment, 6,060.56; Century 
Business Products, copier leases, 517.95; Chesterman Company, pool 

supplies/supplies for resale, 556.95; Cintas, rugs/towels/first aid, 960.59; Claflin 
Excavating, LLC, airport const/improv/land, 7,142.87; Cybercoach, Inc., 

supplies/repairs, 1,547.43; Dakota Pump & Control, Inc., pool repairs, 2,164.80; 
DANR-Fiscal Office, dues/subscriptions, 1,000.00; Ekern Home Equipment, Inc., 

supplies/repairs, 888.03; Emilio Diaz, reimbursement, 25.00; Galls LLC, 
uniforms, 212.00; Gerald Doyle, BES rebate, 300.00; GreatAmerica Financial 

Services, FPD copier lease, 177.92; Greg’s Welding, Inc., pool supplies, 106.88; 
Hawkins, Inc., pool supplies, 619.00; Heidepriem, Purtell, Siegel, Hinrichs & 

Tysdal, LLP, professional fees, 2,394.00; Hillyard, Inc., pool supplies, 124.26; 
Hinckley Medical Inc., EMS dues/subscriptions, 3,350.00; Interstate Power 

Systems, Inc., repairs, 825.46; Joann Clark, personal expense reimbursed, 41.63; 
Ketel Thorstenson, LLP, 2025 annual report, 8,188.50; Lewis Drugs, Inc., EMS 

supplies, 154.87; Liberty Blades, LLC, supplies, 519.75; Maynards of Flandreau, 
supplies, 847.51; Metron-Farnier, LLC, water meters, 879.45; Michael Fargen, 

reimbursement, 25.00; MidAmerican Energy, gas bills, 64.83; Missouri River 
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Energy Services, AMI meter count + fee, 393.60; Moody County Enterprise, 
publishing/advertising, 471.54; Ninth Brain Suite LLC, EMS contract/agreement, 

270.00; Ottertail Power Company, airport electricity, 197.36; Overhead Door 
Company of SF, Inc., FFD repairs, 2,003.25; Pitney Bowes Global Financial 

Services, LLC, lease, 499.59; Plunkett’s Pest Control, contract/agreement, 146.02; 
Prairie Dust Control, dust control, 4,222.32; River Thru Ag Services, Inc., supplies, 

680.00; River’s Edge Cooperative, gas/oil, 3,362.59; SD Supplemental Retirement 
Plan, supplemental retirement, 263.25; Sioux Falls Area Humane Society, animal 

control, 500.73; Sioux Valley Energy, utilities, 193.00; Sturdevant’s Auto Supply, 
supplies/repairs, 221.92; Transunion Risk and Alternative, FPD subscription, 

120.00; Two Way Solutions, Inc., FPD repairs, 612.98; Tyler Business Forms, 
supplies, 417.52; Tyler Lumber Company, supplies/repairs, 3,746.52; Valley 

Fibercom, phones/internet, 915.15; Verizon Wireless, utilities, 139.47; Wellmark 
BCBS of SD, health insurance, 1,038.90; WESCO Receivables Corp., supplies, 

1,469.40 (28072). (28073) IMEG, SRF Sewer #12, Water #25, 66,410.00. (28074) H 
& W Contracting, LLC, pay request 12, 607,291.12. The following members voted 

aye: Ahlers, Bjerke, Ekern, Fargen, Tufty and Yeaton. Nays: None. Absent: None. 
Motion carried. 

Visitors to Be Heard: Susan Ahlers, representing the Moody County 
Museum, addressed the council about parking concerns on Pipestone Avenue 

during the Fourth of July Festival, which is held on the museum grounds. Ahlers 
asked if the city could prohibit parking along Pipestone Avenue, due to safety 

concerns. Police Chief Weber stated no parking signs would be placed along the 
road to prohibit parking on Pipestone Avenue. 

Mayor’s Report: None. 
City Administrator Cohl Turnquist met with Missouri River Energy Services 

last week to conduct a member survey. Turnquist attended the open house for The 
Warehouse and commended the committee that worked on the project. The City 

Office will be closed on Friday, June 19th and Friday, July 3rd. The next council 
meeting will be held on Monday, July 6th. Flandreau Fridays Event is scheduled for 

Friday, June 19th in downtown Flandreau from 5:00-9:00 p.m. The Museum will 
be hosting its 30th Summer Festival on the museum grounds on July 4th. There 

will be a Fly-In Event at the Flandreau Airport on Sunday, July 5th, with breakfast 
being served beginning at 9:00 a.m. 

Motion by Ahlers and seconded by Tufty to approve the Administrator’s 
Reports. The following members voted aye: Ahlers, Bjerke, Ekern, Fargen, Tufty 

and Yeaton. Nays: None. Absent: None. Motion carried. 
Old Business: Motion by Fargen and seconded by Yeaton to take the 2027 

Dispatch Agreement with Moody County off the table for discussion. The following 
members voted aye: Ahlers, Bjerke, Ekern, Fargen, Tufty and Yeaton. Nays: None. 

Absent: None. Motion carried. 
Moody County Sheriff Troy Wellman addressed the City Council regarding 

the potential reinstatement of County-Wide Law Enforcement services. Sheriff 
Wellman stated that if the City's goal is to reduce expenditures, reinstating 

County-Wide Law Enforcement could be a cost-effective option, even though no 
official proposal was presented. He also noted that the projected savings 

associated with transferring dispatch services to Watertown would likely not be 
sufficient for the County to support such a change. Sheriff Wellman invited council 

members and City staff to attend the June 16 Moody County Commission meeting 
to receive additional information and discuss the proposal in greater detail.  
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Motion by Fargen and seconded by Ekern to table the 2027 Dispatch 
Agreement with Moody County. The following members voted aye: Ahlers, Bjerke, 

Ekern, Fargen, Tufty and Yeaton. Nays: None. Absent: None. Motion carried. 
The Second Reading of Ordinance No. 641 was held, permitting the use of 

golf carts. Police Chief Weber addressed the council about striking points 1 and 2 
under section A of 73.52 Violation of Golf Cart Regulations.  

Motion by Ahlers and seconded by Yeaton to accept the proposed changes to 
Ordinance No. 641. The following members voted aye: Ahlers, Bjerke, Ekern, 

Fargen, Tufty and Yeaton. Nays: None. Absent: None. Motion carried. 
Motion by Yeaton and seconded by Tufty to approve the Second Reading of 

Ordinance No. 641, as amended. The following members voted aye: Ahlers, Bjerke, 
Ekern, Fargen, Tufty and Yeaton. Nays: None. Absent: None. Motion carried. 

New Business: Shane Waterman of IMEG Engineering provided the council 
with an update on the utility improvement project. Waterman reported that two 

construction crews are currently working on the project and that construction 
remains on schedule. The next paving is tentatively scheduled for the week of July 

20th. More notes about the project can be found on the city’s website and the next 
public meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, June 24th at 12:00 p.m. at the city 

office.  
Motion by Ahlers and seconded by Tufty to approve a special alcoholic 

beverage license to The Merc, for a class reunion, to be held on July 3rd from 5:00 
p.m. to 9:30 p.m. The following members voted aye: Ahlers, Bjerke, Ekern, Fargen, 

Tufty and Yeaton. Nays: None. Absent: None. Motion carried. 
Discussion was held regarding the potential purchase of a used ambulance. 

Ambulance Director Wes Hall informed the Council that he would like to acquire a 
used four-wheel-drive ambulance, which would expand the City's ambulance fleet 

to three vehicles. Hall presented two purchase options for Council consideration, 
both of which include a power cot and power load system. Funding for the 

purchase would be provided through the Ambulance Department, with additional 
funding likely to be allocated from the City's Vehicle Replacement Fund. The total 

estimated cost of the purchase is $48,000. 
Motion by Yeaton and seconded by Tufty to authorize the purchase of a 

used ambulance, at a cost not to exceed $50,000. The following members voted 
aye: Ahlers, Bjerke, Ekern, Fargen, Tufty and Yeaton. Nays: None. Absent: None. 

Motion carried.   
Council Comments: None. 

 
The Council President declared the meeting adjourned at 7:47 p.m. 

       
 

 
Bradley Bjerke 

      City Council President 
 

ATTEST: 
 

 
 

Cohl Turnquist 
City Administrator  


